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A STRICTLY POPULAR POSSIBILITY 


January 20 


Beaty, David Morrow 
THE FOUR WINDS $3.50 & 


Report repeated from page 457 of the July 15th bulletin as follows. The 
selection by the Literary Guild, for February, will assure the take-off here to a 
wider audience, which will also be that of Ernest Gann. "A second novel has not quite 
the degree of curiosity, or intensity, of the earlier Donnington Legend, but is again 
a proficient and personable view of airborne lives and earthbound problems. Mark 
Kelston, a pilot for the British Empire Airways on a route which runs from England 
to the Azores to Bermuda, leaves an unsatisfactory marriage- to Veronica- behind him on 
each trip. And so it is that after his rescue of a ship in the Azores, and the meeting 
there with Karena, a Czechoslovakian girl, his affair with Karena is untroubled by 
conscience- only hampered by Veronica's refusal to divorce him. While for Mike Leeming, 
another pilot, chafing under the demands of a wife who wants to see more of him, there 
is a transient interlude with a stewardess- but it is he who suggests that the Azores 
stop be omitted to lengthen his stay at home. Difficulty with one flight, then another, 
suggests a hydraulic weakness in these planes which is officially ignored until Mark 
@ is the victim of company carekssness and makes a last flight from which there is no 
return.... The uncertain glamor of those who fly- for those who wait- does not rub off, 
and provides a smooth passage into print here. (LC: 54-10300)" 





A Highly Speculative Perspective 


There are no books here for a sure market, with the exception perhaps of Robert 
Nathan whose fragile idyll SIR HENRY (Knopf) may find a firmer following than any of 
the others here; Elizabeth Bowen's A WORLD OF LOVE (Knopf) is for an appreciative 
rather than appreciable audience; that may be said too of a first novel- Nancy 
Hallinan’s ROUGH WINDS OF MAY (Harper); and for the fine points of ambassadorial 
protocol, Donald Barton's ONCE IN ALEPPO (Scribner) provides an entertainment for the 
market possibly of S.P.Q.R. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 3 


Murphy, Edward F. Hanover House 
BRIDE FOR NEW ORLEANS $3.75 


A long procession of men mark the trail of Yvonne Delisle, a ward of the 
Crown whose destiny is marriage in the ten year old town of New Orleans. Aboard La 
Gironde Yvonne's attractions lure Auclair, bind young Nemo and blind the Captain, and 
the good Ursuline sisters, who are chaperoning the "casket girls", are unsuccessful 
in trying to show her the storms her provocative innocence arouses. Each stopping place 
: marks another quarrel over her, the Sisters abduct her from one and she flees from 
@ another, and it is Raymonde Massy, of Bon Repos, who elopes with her from New Orleans. 
But his calling is too strong and forces him to leave her to join the Fathers in their 
missions to the Indians; Yvonne's efforts to help the Sisters get her deeper in 
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trouble until the salvage of prostitutes at Bon Repos wins her the Church's approval. And, 

in the end, Raymonde is returned, blind and helpless, so that his life and welfare become 

her dedication. The atmosphere of Catholicism and its spiritual values underline the @ 
historical aspects of this novel. (IC: 55-5275) 








January 17 


Knopf 


Bowen, Elizabeth 
A WORLD OF LOVE $3.50 


* A new novel is again a fragmentation of sensibility, as well as a delicate and 
perhaps disconcerting reminder that time does not dull the loss of love and the hope of 
its return. If Montefort, an old house and neglected, suggests a more animate and attrac- 
tive past, so do its inmates- Antonia who had inherited the house from her cousin, Guy, 
and Lilia who had hoped to marry him. Here they live in the uneasy affiliation of the man 
they once shared. Toward Lilia, Antonia feels a sense of obligation; toward Antonia, 
Lilia an ingrate and suspicious resentment; while Guy finds “immortality in their longings" 
which feed on expectations rather than memories. This immortality is again perpetuated 
when Jane, Lilia's daughter, discovers a sheaf of love letters in Guy's hand- once written 
perhaps to Antonia, perhaps to Lilia- and they revive the reveries of love- for Jane too 
who will find its presence elsewhere.... The tattletale vestiges of passion, not the bloon, 
its imprint rather than its impulse, all this is a register of fugitive feeling and fine- 


drawn observation.... For the discriminating audience which will be hers. (IC: 54-5209) 
Grau, Shirley Ann Knopf 
THE BLACK PRINCE AND OTHER STORIES $3.50 


A first collection of short stories, three of which have had magazine appearance 
and one (Joshua) which was tapped for inclusion in the Prize Stories- 1955 (Doubleday) @ 
annual, derives from a sere and often drowsy southern climate in which the intimations of 
violence are never far from its expression. And in her stories of colored people, which 

work out of the Louisiana bayou reaches and which are streaked by racial resentment, she 

is perhaps the most effective. In White Girl, Fine Girl, Jayson Paul who has worked off 

a manslaughter charge comes out of jail- looking for the woman who had helped to send him 

there; Miss Yellow Eyes is all gold-colored but her plans to cross over with the boy she 

loves crumble with his death; The Black Prince with the jingle of silver in his pockets 

courts the woman of his choice, vanishes, but endures in local legend; in The Way of a Man, 

a boy kills his father and learns that "the things a man has done he has to live with"; in 

One Summer, another youngster is part of his grandfather's death and has the first pre- 
sentiment of what it means to age and be afraid; Joshua robs the body of a dead man in a 

cold, wet swamp to get a winter coat; etc. etc. A stripped prose does much to intensify 

the stark and sultry incidents here, introduces a new writer who has found more substance 

than shadow in the character and idiom of the south. (LC: 55-5037) 


Nathan, Robert Knopf 
SIR HENRY $3.00 


Once upon a time, and long ago, Sir Henry, a melancholic knight-errant who always 
looked for happiness elsewhere, went on his way with Ponderer, his horse (he talks) and 
Manfred his hound (he can talk too). Happening on Alisane, the captive maiden of a 
dragon, Sir Henry is accidentally able to kill the dragon and Alisane, who had hoped for 
a parfit gentil knight and who finds that Henry is something of a compromise- is his re- 
ward. As they travel on toward Tintagel, there's a wild boar, a sorcerer, a joust- and a 
dying knight leaves him Meghan who supplements the virtues of Alisane. He builds a house 
for the winter for this entourage; Alisane bears him a child; but Henry is still restive @ 
and he goes off questing again- only to learn that his real and mortal enemy is himself.... 
That never-never land of wistful whimsy and demure humor which have won him a perennial 
public and which only a few may care to eschew. (LC: 54-12039) 
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January 17 


Osaragi, Jiro Knopf 
HOMECOMING $3.75 


A contemporary novel from Japan highlights a varied gallery of characters, 
developed by the war and headed toward their destiny by its aftermath. The adventuress 
Saeko meets and desires the expatriate Kyogo Moriya, whose Europeanization is the re- 
sult of an old scandal in the Navy. She betrays him to the Military Police in Malacca 
and plots her course to meet him again in Japan, always following her greedy way. The 
defeated Japanese soldiers send Kyogo home, there to see, in Tokyo, Yokohama and Kyoto, 
the changes in Japan's narrow world; to castigate his old classmate, Admiral Ushigi, 
for "carrying death on his shoulder" - and to see the Admiral take up the challenge 
to live; to watch the slick operations of Toshiki; to be manoeuvered, by Saeko, into 
meeting his twenty year old daughter, Tomoko, and to learn, through her, the meaning 
of hope; and, eventually, to out gamble Saeko, in her last play for possessing him 
utterly. The importance of meetings and partings, of opportunism, of a crowded so- 
ciety, and the differences in a remote social order and way of thinking give this a 
distinction which offers a bridge to American readers. The introduction by Harold 
Strauss and the translation by Brewster Horwitz make the way easy for occidental readers. 


January 19 


Gipson, Fred Harper 
RECOLLECTION CREEK $2.75 


Short stories strung together on the thread of common characters and back- 
ground - a year in the lives of the people in "Recollection Creek"- not too far from 
San Antonio. Once again, Fred Gipson's magic gives the reader a sense of folkways in 
tales of youth pitted against rather tenuous authority, free to roam woods and fields. 
Hopper Creech tells the stories, as they appeared to him- aged nine. It was a wonder- 
ful year. His cousin Jay was the sparkplug of the things that happened; Aaron Blood, 

a lonely bitter man who found companionship in boys who treated him like a human being, 
got back at his enemies when Jay suggested he race his bull in the horse ring; Hopper's 
pet possum took on a tom cat with dire results; raiding a peddler's wagon of fresh 
fruit brought its own punishment; Jay brings a wasps’ nest about his own ears; and, 
throughout, Hopper's irresistible grandfather carries on his feud, to the death, with 
the giant turkey gobbler. A rather special regional flavor here with its own special 
charm. (LC: 54-12177) 


Harper 


Hallinan, Nancy P Suniel 
ROUGH WINDS OF MAY > j/® $3.85 TS 


The rough road of learning to walk alone applies here to Celia (Cissie) 
Kerr whose Fatuncle, Jubial Kerr, an internationally watched and unpredictable painter, 
shows her her cage and her chance for escape. At sixteen and enchanted by Fatuncle's 
wanting to paint her, Cissie fights the change from iier long loved home to his carriage 
house studio, becomes a more distant stranger when she is wooed by the letters of 
Basil Noble, whose powerhouse mother and warm hearted servant Sarah turn out to be very 


' important people in Cissie's climate of change, and lives in a turmoil of isolation 


and unrelated existence. Fatuncle's two portraits of her, the little nude sketches, 
his unreality about money, the history of his association with his model, Monique, 
which has been part of the family legend, the association with the humpbacked pianist 
Nina - all bring a truthfulness and a recognition of happiness which makes home more 
abrasive until Fatuncle's death opens the cage for her assertion of independence. A 
holocaust of childhood, this is a montage of moods and insecurities, of intimate inter- 
ludes and of the strange worlds of adolescence, which is heightened in its translation 
of the credo and credulities of the artist. Attractive for that certain audience - 

but of too specific a dosage for that other. 
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Doubleday _ ® 


THE SINGING AND THE GOLD $3. 


Jenuary 20 


Matthiessen, A. B. 


The year- 1910; the locale- the Florida West Coast, towards the Keys; the cast 
of characters- Celia, the gently reared bride,and the dominant, highly self-centered hus- 
band, Ed Watson, a good many years her senior, secretive, violent, insensitive.to her needs; 
the household of derelicts she found when they reached his island home - and the teen age 
son, of whose existence she was ignorant; the young supervisor, loyal despite a growing 
awareness of his boss' cruelties; and the supine, cringing people of the nearest settle- 
ment, to a man hating and fearing Watson. The story gathers momentum after the arrival of 
the mysterious stranger, who held the whiphandle over Ed. But at the end, when the law 
takes its own brutal course, and one person after another falls victim to Watson's passions, 
the reader cares little who survives. Even Celia seems a poor thing and only Bone, the 
supervisor, preserves some measure of dignity. The brooding quality of the mangrove swamps 
and the erratic code of half-rejected morals leave an impress on the mind. Based on fact. 


(LC: 55-5266) 


Doubleday / 


Morris, Ira 
THE BOMBAY MEETING _ $3.95 


Frankly, I found this abysmally boring. For those whose cynical outlook on 
today's writing~ internationally speaking; for those who are depressed by the futility of 
organizational conferences; and especially for those who like to irritate their own ir- 
ritations - here is a book they might like. For most readers, the account of an inter- 
national writers' conference in Bombay is as dull as the conference provea to be for all r) 


but a few principals. The executive secretary faced complete disillusionment, as the 
conference split into opposing camps, as a dream of years back proved illusive, as he 
accepted the fact of cancer - and not just a minor digestive upset, as he knew that a 
young hopeful was not going to take the place of his lost friend. The "young hopeful", 
Jason Cole, suffered his successive defeats, too, as he knew his second novel was as 
shallow as his first success; as the Indian girl he met and loved committed suicide for 
her only answer to her problems. But he, at least, reached a crossroads- and, perhaps, 
took the right turn. As for the others- let's hope the petty bickerings, jealousies and 
attitudes are not symptomatic of a fatal disease in the body of literature. Even the 
Indian background fails to rescue an earnest effort to challenge writers to more vital 


efforts. (LC: 55-5267) 


Doubleday 


Norris, Kathleen 
MISS HARRIET TOWNSHEND 2/3 $3.75 
Opus 80 odd of life as it should be- and will be in the end- if you stick with 
it- follows the dual loves of Coralia Valdez and Harriet Townshend. Coralia, convent 
and duenna bred, is deserted by Louis Johnson, and agrees to the arranged marriage to an 
old man who leaves her his wealth- and four boys. Miss Harriet Townshend is the belle 
of many a San Francisco ball, but does not settle down to any man. They meet and become 
close friends after Coralia is widowed- but it is only when Coralia has offered her hand 
and substantial homestead to Philip, her foreman, that Harriet realizes she is in love 
with Philip- and he with her. The marriage which Philip is now reluctant to conclude 
is arranged- when Louis Johnson, Coralia's first love, returns, to marry Coralia and 
free Philip for Harriet. There's an old fashioned quality here, not entirely attributa- 
ble to the heavy period fittings. (LC: 55-5268) 
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January 20 


Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday 
THE HEALER $350. |” 






The man in the white suit is Don Carter, trying to get free of his wife, 
Kathi, married to his work, and loved by Miriam Lambert- a wealthy divorcee, and Laura 
Jordan, his operating room nurse. Laura becomes much more than just a “poignant grace 
note.... in the symphony of his existence” which soon depends upon her when after an 
Operation in which a patient is lost, she is the only maens of clearing him of a pos- 
sible mistake. On her way to do so, she is knocked down by a truck- amnesia destroys 
her memory- Laura becomes his moral obligation (although it is Miriam he really loves)- 
and he is the butt of a vicious malpractice suit. Finally a convulsion makes surgery 
imperative and he operates on Laura- the past returns and she is able to clear him in 
his own eyes as well as those of others- and free him for the woman he loves.... The 
Slaughter syndrome-for an audience which must be endemic by now, or immune. (LC: 55-5259) 































Standish, Robert Doubleday ; 
FACE VALUE $3.50 ~ 


Almost a double dozen of short stories that gleam with sheen and are slippery 
with slick - and are out, with puns and trickery, to amuse, entertain and intrigue the 
reader. There are six Chinese tales - of short, sharp diversions of justice and luck; 
there are several of Sir Humphrey Gallstone, Ret., whose past catches up - and nips him; 
the rest concern a rather personal attitude toward the British taxes which involves a 
certain amount of satisfactory bilking; there's some refined haunting, and some pay- 
offs from inferiors to superiors. The accent is on double takes, along with some 
double entries, and is based on plot structure, so that the whole performance has a 
wide - popular - appeal. Relax. (LC: 54-6260) 


Gehman, Richard Rinehart 
THE SLANDER OF WITCHES $3.00 .. 


A second story of Buchanan, Pennsylvania (Jriven-1954) is again an unimpeded 
narrative as this time a community, the vicarious elements it feeds on and the vicious 
results which ensue, provides an object lesson. Louise Wood, a quiet, unworldly, and 
rather unaware 22, returns to Buchanan with her Aunt Letty, has only the irritating 
attentions of faithful Harry to fill her evenings, and finds little to do with her 
time until Charles Morrison, an old friend of the family, offers her a job as his legal 
secretary. She is the only one not to recognize that her involvement in her work- 
and his cases- is also an attachment to Charles; a local murder breaks the apathy of 
a summer heatspell and she is for the first time aware of the vindictive elements 
around her; the whole town is soon talking- and Charles' wife returns from Europe to 
make the accusation which-has existed in other minds' only; and a double tragedy leaves 
her walled away from the world- to pass the long years at the bedside of her aunt.... 
For rentals, a chastening and compulsive type of entertainment. (IC: 54-10950) 


January 24 


MacMahon, Bryan Dutton 
THE RED PETTICOAT $3.00 





A collection of shamrock-patterned short stories has the range of the Irish 
countryside, church and city and holds hard to the "ould sod". The "dear women" - and 
those not so dear, the clergy and their flocks, the tatters and the ugliness - all are 
part of the twenty incidents here included. There's birthing and fighting, mating 

© and teaching, witchery and sex, children and death, nuns and farmers - in these graphic 
pieces and grumbling is hand in hand with a “heg of laughter". The dimensions here 
are small but the effect is sharp. (IC: 54-11699) 
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January 25 





Newsom, Ed Little, Brown 
RIDE THE HIGH PLACES $3.50 © 


A Western of larger dimensions, perhaps in girth rather than depth, redraws some 
old battle lines between the white man and the red, lets its sympathies for the Indians- 
in this case the Apaches and their leader, Cochise, be felt through Colonel Kirby, a recent 
arrival at the Army outpost in New Mexico which has been outwitted and outfought by the 
Apache. For Cochise, whose son Kirby saves and who is rewarded in turn with his own freedon, 
Kirby feels a strong sense of trust and the possibility of peace, while for Lt. Wilkins, on 
the post, he knows only hatred and the need to revenge the many women Wilkins has seduced 
and ruined. The enemy raids continue- the army patrols are futile- and finally, when Kirby 
goes alone to make peace with Cochise- he is betrayed by the military and cannot prevent 
the bloodshed which ensues.... That expense account of injustice to the Indians and military 
stupidity which has never been fully settled here adds up to a staunch entertainment for 
the double market Haycox has developed. (LC: 54-11340) 

January 3124 2{2% 


| 














Garside, E. B. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
WHIRLIGIG 7 $3.75 


Reported repeated from page 686 of the October lst bulletin, as follows: "Judy 
Scaife was headed for a complex life from birth. Her father was a wastrel and a scoundrel; 
her mother mattered very little in her life; and the men who loved her and lusted for her 
were many- and each of them took from Judy more than they gave. Judy had staunch friends: 
Doc Buckle, who brought her into the world and who gave her a job to help steady things 
for her; Trillium, Spanish Quaker, and a shadowy sort of figure throughout Judy's story. 
But Judy didn't quite fit into the Massachusetts seaside town- '50 miles from Providence, 
50 miles from Boston'- and she knew it, though she always hoped. Somehow, instead of 
things coming out right for her, something always went wrong. Sometimes it was Judy's 
impetuous giving of herself. Sometimes her drunken father made a fool of himself. Some- 
times fate took a hand, as when Costigan, the one of her men who meant most in her life, 
fellin the Pacific War. At the end, Judy goes to California with Johnny Palmer, an ex- 
flier- another long gamble with life. A strange, twisted sort of story- not at all ‘a 
simple book for simple people' as publicized. Unpleasant, sordid, lusty, the life and 
loves of Judy Scaife. (LC: 54-12028)" sia 


Jennings, John Little, Brown 
SHADOWS IN THE DUSK $3.75 


A new regional setting for Jennings, but again he has chosen to pick a little 
known facet of the days of the young nation for his background. The scene and time involve 
those days when Texas had declared for freedom from Mexico; when Santa Fe was the terminus 
for trade caravans- and still belonged to Mexico; when Indian hate and distrust flamed 
high. Things were not happy in Santa Fe. Tempers flared fast. The story starts with a 
fight between the "great black Coronel Raoul" and the teller of the tale, Currito, pro- 
fessional scout and guide, when Senor Coronel refused to pay the fee for safe delivery in 
Santa Fe. Circumstances decreed that their paths would cross again- as Currito undertook 
to guide some trappers to Santa Rita- and a crown of cut-throats, led by his enemy joined 
them. Then in Santa Rita, where he'd lost his heart to Pepita, native to the place, he 
learns of a plot to bring the Indians together- and kill and scalp them for the bounty. He 
warns the giant Indian, Mangas Colorado, but not in time to prevent a massacre. And then- 
when the survivors of the town join forces to escape, the Indians repay with interest. 
Everyone is slain, except Currito, his two Yankee friends, the blond temptress, Dona Luis - 
and Pepita. So, with due measure of good fortune, the four one would choose to save, 
escape - and live happily ever after.... Not up to Jennings' best (Sea Eagle, Rogue's Yarn), 
for this seems fortuitous in the finale, difficult in the reading because of the Mexican- 
American patois attempt, and superficial in the characterizations. Disappointing. 


(LC: 55-5530) 
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January 31 





World 
ALL MEN ARE MORTAL $5.00 






































© de Beauvoir, Simone 





This is another of Mme. de Beauvoir's long existentialist novels, and al- 
though a fantasy, far more believable and more interesting than last year's She Came 
To Stay. When Regina, a narcissist and an ambitious actress, finds that Fesca is im- 
mortal, she believes that through him she can make her beauty and talent live forever. 
In order to convince her of the uselessness of immortality, Fesca tells her his story. 
He was born in 1279 in Carmena, an imaginary Italian city state where, because he 
wanted to better the lot of his fellow citizens, he seized power and later- when one 
lifetime seemed too short for his purpose- drank a potion to make him immortal. Through 
various means he brought Carmena to eminence- only to find that in each case happiness 
died for his fellow men, for those he loved, and for himself. Turning to wider fields, 
he became guide and mentor to Charles V of Spain, and again found that his efforts 
turned to nothing with the horrors of the Reformation. Various other periods through 
which he lived, and experiences on many continents, all confirm the fact that he could 
not plan the good life and he learns, ever and ever in different ways, that since in 
the long run nothing mattered- "there is only one good; to act according to one's 
conscience”. Though the message, which she preaches from time to time, is all important 
to the author, the best parts of the book ( and there are many of them) are the se- 
quences in which Fesca becomes deeply involved with other people, his son, the girl he 
loved, etc. These sections are vivid and moving and in combination with the exis- 
tentialist panorama of history make the book well worth reading. (LC: 54-10358) 


a 


a 
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Barton, Donald Scribner _»ae 
ONCE IN ALEPPO gars t/ 


* The patterned traces of ambassadorial protocol quickly enmesh Craig Ryder, 
a new vice consul who has been assigned to Turagq, an Eastern hotbed which had been 
his home as a child. The turbulent question of the nationalization of metals, the 
competition of British and American policies, the infiltration of Communism and the 
violence that resulted from these directives and the artificially compelled splinter 
groups are a quickly moving background for his two loves - Shirin Ballard, of the old, 
royal blood and wife of the chief of the U.S. Economic Aid Mission, and Eunice Feron, 

Y young, independent wife of one of the Embassy staff. His knowledge of Turaq, its 

language and its customs, makes him a favored person; his handling of the case of the 
dead American prospector who had posed as a Dutchman bring him praise; his position 
as Keeper of the Bear keeps him in line while the affair of the fire engine points up 
the strange ways of outside attempts to bridge the gap of ignorance in a foreign land. 
Shirin suicides when she tries to escape after an abortive revolt and it is Eunice's 
faith in helping the people that wins Craig from a further diplomatic career. Many 
characters and many events, a tart tongue and a colorful mirroring of the East make 
this an active and intriguing story. 





Swados, Harvey Viking 


OUT WENT THE CANDLE !/ 6 $3.95 
A first novel that deals with what might be called a contemporary lost 

generation, this presents just about all of the personal conflicts of the war years 

(1943-1947) without being in any sense a war novel. Joe Burley becomes involved with 

the Felton family just before he goes into the Army, through the daughter, Betsy, an 
@ ambitious nineteen year old who is throwing herself at life as hard as she can. The 

first half of the book is devoted to these few months; the sparring between Joe and 

Betsy and Bunty, the degenerate last member of a fine old family; Betsy's struggle 
against her own Jewish family and particularly her father, Herman; the father's fight 
toward the top in the world of war profiteers; and Herman's conflict with his rebellious 
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son, Morrow, in whom a sense of guilt wars with the false values upon which he has been 
raised. As the war brings all of these situations to a climax, tragedy approaches, but 
nothing so final occurs. Betsy throws herself into one sexual relationship after another. 

The ever-solicitous father flies too high and loses everything- money, power, his children'® 
love without ever understanding what has happened. And Morrow and Joe, by completely 
different roads, i'ind ways in which they can live. This is a far better novel than the sum 

of its story might indicate. Mr. Swados is a good writer with something important to say 
about values and power and involvement. It is unfortunate that, because his themes are 

the major ones of post-war writing and because they have been used so often and usually 

less well, that he has been unable to make the book seem as fresh as it should. 


(IC: 54-11619) 


Cc 


OBITUARY, PLANETARY 


January 3 


Kubler, Harold - &d. Hanover House 
THE TREASURY OF SCIENCE FICTION CLASSICS $2.95 


A gathering of ancestors - Poe, Wells, Doyle, Verne, Stapledon, Bierce - is 
joined by Huxley, Capek, E. M. Forster, Wylie & Balmer, Garrett P. Serviss, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, S. Fowler Wright and J. B. Priestley to provide adventures in space and time, 
worlds of the future and their conflicts. There are sections and excerpts from books, 
short stories, the full play, ?.U.R., Lhe Time Machine, the text of the Orson Welles' broad- 
cast, Invasion From Mars. There are portions from When Worlds Collide, two selections by 
Stapledon, Bierce's The Damned Thing, Verne travels Round The Moon, Huxley surveys the 


Brave New World while others venture beyond the beyond to make up this package deal. 
More substantial than other collections. (LC: 55-5273) 


January 5 © 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE GLAMOROUS GHOST $2.75 


N The accepted Perry Mason techniques applied to a new set of conditions involving 
a phoney case of amnesia, a self-appointed gem smuggler investigator who plays the customs 
against a spot of black mail, and uses three women to his own advantage, an airtight murder 
case in the DA's office which challenges Mason's genius for the smart guess. But- as 
always- he takes a few random potshots and brings down his birds. Slick. 


January 6° 
Doubleday 


Mason, van Wyck 
TWO TICKETS FOR TANGIER $3.95 75 


Col. Hugh North, carrying Ge on his shoulders, finds an impostor has ruined his 
pitch in Tangier and lands in jail when he tries to carry on. An East German contact, 
the hunt for the impersonator, the turn of the table based on forensic chemistry, the race 
to get the secret of thulium gas and the security leak provide plenty of action and romance 
for the gallant Colonel. Vintage by now. (IC: 55-5250) 


January 18 
Macmillan 


Bush, Christopher 
THE CASE OF THE RED BRUNETTE $2.50 


The death, under compromising circumstances, of Harry Landlace- a moderate man 


of civic virtue- suggests a smear and the attempt to clear his name is also the means of @ 
finding out what he'd been on to. Ludovic Travers makes his cautious way through many | 


culs de sac to a gambling syndicate and an unlikely culprit. Unbending. 








@ dependable FIRESIDE BOOK OF LOVE SONGS (Simon & Schuster). Reports in pages following. 
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January 20 


Erskine, Margaret Doubleday 
OLD MRS. OMMANNEY IS DEAD $2.75 


...which brews up a case for that plaintive Detective-Inspector, Septimus 
Finch. For the prosperous Ommaneys had a reputation for practical jokes; cousins 
married cousins and brothers married dead brothers' wives - which left the young Mrs. 
Ommanney in trouble. It takes scandal, an amnesiac, and more deaths to put Finch in 
a position to rid Market Stailbridge of its terrors. Impeccable manners. (LC: 55-5269) 


Hitchens, Dolores Doubleday 
SLEEP WITH STRANGERS $2.75 


The oil fields around Long Beach, California, engulf a double disappearance 
which private operators, Sader and Scarborough, are hired to solve, and their case 
is as scummy as the well area. For Lt. Pettis, of the police, is not friendly; the 
possible suspects are not cooperative; the whereabouts of the widow and the son of a 
wealthy man tie into murder which forces Sader's hand. Matter of fact. (IC: 55-5297) 


Ard, William Rinehart 
MR. TROUBLE $2.75 


Timothy Dane is Mr. Trouble for Al Dancer, a gambler from Las Vegas with a 
new location in a Florida resort hotel, Frank Dillon who has followed him there- to 
kill him, and Leora Grant, who enters a false insurance claim against a diamond pendant 
to cover her losses at the table. In the final settlement, more than one women's folly 
is exposed- two lives are lost and a crooked combine terminated.... Vital statistics- 
but no elan vital. (LC: 54-9557) 


January 4 | 


Manor, Jason Viking 
THE PAWNS OF FEAR $2.75 


Y Exciting reading- despite the confusion of goals- in another fast paced story 
of retired private eye Steve Summers, and his pursuit of California's law breakers. The 
impetus is supplied by the mysterious death of a fishing partner, but leads on to the 
search for the identity of a stranger of too great interest to the executive committee 
of a so-called “patriotic” organization. Summers becomes involved in solving three 
deaths, concealing a "legitimate" murder, and exposing the real purpose of America 
Incorporated. Not as concentrated in interest as Too Dead to Run or The Red Jaguar, 
but good. (IC: 55-5870) 


NON - FICTION 


Problematical all- which means that, while there are books with merit, their markets 
are unlikely to extend beyond the defined limits of their subjects. There's not a 
book that set us on fire with zeal to cry it from the housetops. There's a fine bio- 
graphy of GORDON OF KHARTOUM, by Lord Elton (Knopf), sure to receive critical and ) 
scholarly acclaim; there's:an excellent new series, GREAT LIVES IN BRIEF, with a high 
standard of performance set by the first five titles (also Knopf). There's a pleasant 
book for those who enjoy unusual animal pieces, MY 200 FAMILY by Helen Martini (Har- 
per). And for the thoughtful citizen there's a challenging book, THE GRAND INQUEST 

by Telford Taylor (Simon & Schuster). And of course, tops in fine merchandise in the 
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Keyes, Nelson Beecher Hanover House 
THE AMERICAN FRONTIER: Our Unique Heritage $3.50 


A book to familiarize the reader with typicai and unusual facts about Westward 
migration and expansion, follows the course of history from Columbus - and his predecessors 
to the 1880's when, as such, there was no longer a frontier as a challenge. In doing so, 
it dusts off information about Coronado, exploration in Florida, the Swedes' contribution 
of the log house, the growing freedom, the penetration of the new territories and the de- 
velopment of trails and roads; it investigates the beginnings of foreign trade, of contri- 
butions to science, the importance of the fur trade, timber and gold; it considers the part 
that the Indian and the buffalo, the cattle and the cowboy played; it does not forget the 
missionaries or the Texas Ranger. And it evaluates the legacy of independence and coopera- 
tion and the inherent sense of democratic ways which should help the country to face future 
frontiers, A chronological table of events important to the American frontier is appended. 


A quick run through in popular terms. (LC: 55-5274) 
January 10 


Wilfred Funk 


Brown, Marion 
PICKLES AND PRESERVES $2.95 
The author of The Southern Cook Book (Chapel Hill) has brought together a very 
satisfactory collection of recipes for pickles and preserves, old and new. She has used 
material from various parts of the country, with the preponderance of recipes from the 
South, and with some from other countries (though ingredients are available here). The 
newest feature of the book is the introduction of the use of frozen, canned and brined 
goods as "starters" where fresh fruits, etc. are unavailable. Introductory sections 
deals with containers, equipment, procedure. (I could wish she had not assumed so much 
basic information on this score for the inexperienced beginner aspiring to pickle and 
preserve the products of a first garden will have to consult other sources for the ABC 
of various methods referred to too briefly here.) The general instructions at the start 
of each section are excellent and there are pointers I have rarely found included (such 
as heating the sugar ahead of time, specifics on such things as what constitutes "good 
vinegar", what to do to correct some possible errors before it is too late, etc. ). Z 
have no criticism of the recipes themselves. They are clear, concise in instructions, 
varied. I hunted up things hard to find- and they seemed all there, within the scope 
of coverage, even to a brief section on meat and seafood. 


January 13 


Rinehart 


Lindner, Robert 
THE FIFTY MINUTE HOUR $3.50 
This is a volume of five analytic interviews told in great detail, loosely 
fictionalized and avoiding scientific jargon. They are for the most part harrowing and 
unpleasant- save for the last one in which the doctor becomes involved in the patient's 
fantasy of travel to an interstellar planet. This tale is modest and engaging and per- 
mits the impression that Dr. Lindner is not entirely the victim of his belief in the 
analytic technique. Others deal with Charles, a psychopath who attempts to murder the 
doctor and is remanded to a prison hospital; Anton, a fascist and anti-semite who finally 
is called to war and is killed; Laura who eats obsessively to hide her desire to have a 
child by her father... Certainly not for psychiatrists or therapists, this is a deliberate 
popularization of analytic material which will hold a curiosity ‘alue for the lay investi- 
gator with an appetite for the abnormal. A preface by Max Lerner adds tone. (LC: 54-9863) 











@ 
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McCully, Ethel Walbridge Crowell 
GRANDMA RAISED THE ROOF $3.50 


Aspirations and achievement mark the story of this semi-retired grandmother 
who succumbed to her tropical island complex, bought beach land on St. John, one of 
the Virgin Islands (50 miles east of Puerto Rico) and built a house, Renting "Sand 
Fly Villa" to live in, she soon learned she was architect, contractor and builder, 
found out many things about donkeys and local workmen, and gained her knowledge through 
many irritating and frustrating experiences. Her paradise had moments of being sheer 
hell, as shipments, laborers, material, time - and money behaved most’ uncooperatively; 
her time out for work in New York City was always shadowed by the needs and crises at 
Island Fancy but the day did come when water, electricity and the building became a 
fact. A three years accounting, this looks back on satisfactory as well as wretched 
happenings, abides with her decision to "let my heirs walk", and provides competent 
and emphatic make-do. (IC: 55-5225) ‘, 

fa 

Ebener, Charlotte ebruary * Knopf 
NO FACILITIES POR WOMEN $3.75 

An up and at ‘em newspaperwoman from Milwaukee manages to make her way into 
many of the world's trouble spots as she plies her trade following World War II, in 
which she had served with the Red Cross in the Far East. Her story has the immediacy 
of personal encounter as she crashes Manchuria with several American correspondents in 
1946, meets Madame Chiang Kai-Shek at the Kuling retreat before the final overthrow, 
talks with North Korean farmers before the Korean War and chats about Syngman Rhee, 
accompanies the French Foreign Legion for a time in Cambodia and wonders at Suzanne 
Travers, their female co-fighter. She follows Wallace in Israel, comes upon sonnet- 
writing psychiatrist Moore, traverses the Kyber Pass, Kashmir, the South Seas, the 
Orient Express. In short, she is all over the place, with lively interest in people 
and a determination to find odd facts and important ones - and to marry a certain 
newsman. She manages very well altogether, though a few more specific dates might 
have made the traveling schedule easier for the reader. Lively personal reporting. 
(LC: 54-11352) 

Wh WUBI, | ] 
Elton, Lord iO Knopf 
GORDON OF KHARTOUM $5.00 


a * Here is a full-length, full dress, complete biography of Charles George 
Gordon, the soldier-saint of the British Empire at its dazzling 19th century peak. 
It should completely replace the portrait in Strachey's debunking Eminent Victorians 
and equally the slickly popular Chinese Gordon of recent vintage. This is a fine 
piece of scholarship, of historical and psychological research. The main outlines 
of his career are familiar:- his fantastic victories for the old Chinese Empire; his 
exploits in breaking up the slave trade of the Upper Nile; his role in insuring 
England's grip on Egypt; his final tragic stand at Khartoum, resisting the fanatical 
Mahdi, where he was left too long unrelieved and there met his death. What is not 
well known is the extreme religious fanaticism of Gordon. He abjured women and money, 
fought his love of worldly fame, and evolved a personal philosophy of complete re- 
liance on God and fearlessness in face of death. His was a vivid life of daring and 
adventure and combat, of unequalled altruism, to those in need. This is a fascinat- 
ing book about a fascinating man, despite some shortcomings of style. Recommend this 
to those who liked Cecil Woodham-Smith's The Reason Why. 
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GREAT LIVES IN BRIEF 


The first five volumes in this new series give promise of a high standard of achievement 
The purpose of this series is to provide the general reading public with good biographies 

f amportant figures, written by outstanding literary figures, and to do this in briefer 
compass at a price within reach of slender pocketbooks- and Limited book budgets in schools 


and libraries If the next group measure up to these five, the publishers are to be con- 


gratulated 


January 2 


Knopf 


Burlingame, Roger 
HENRY FORD $2.50 

A Great Life in Brief does not cut the motor magnate down to size, but does 
perhaps lose something of the dynamic aura of greatness which he certainly held for many 
people - perhaps in the deliberate insistence here on the known rather than legendary 
facts of his life. The two concerns here, which were Henry Ford's, define the man and 
the achievements which were to follow:- his obsession with the "common man" (Ford him- 
self, a farm boy, with no book learning and little respect for it) as he used the common 
man as his objective for the mass production of a low-priced car; and mechanical per- 
fection, which that car was to attain. But it is in Ford's revolutionary concept of 
mass production- which eventually spread across the country and affected the industrial 
pattern of modern life that he emerges as an original figure, not as @ product of his 
times but as a man who made them. A closing chapter on the man himself, on his many 
gestures of "sporadic, unreasoned largesse",on his outright opposition to organized 
charity, on his whimsies- dancing among them- of the later years, fill in a few of the 
personal contours..... Certainly for the common man, for whom the two volume Allan 
Nevins' Ford (Scribner) will have been too much, this book will be a satisfactory in- @ 


troduction and evaluation. (LC: 54-5268) 


Knopf 


Godden, Rumer 
HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN $2.50 

* An utterly charming title in a new series, Great Lives in Brief, which traces 
the story of "poor boy makes good" with perceptive and sensitive awareness of the facets 
of personality rather than the step by step progress. Hans Christian Andersen was the 
son of a dreamer, a shoemaker who wasn't even a good shoemaker, in a small Danish hamlet, 
and of a mother who provided sustenance for the family and lived in her faith in her great 
ungainly lout of a son. There was little to feed this faith, but she had the courage to 
let him invest his few coins in his dream and go to Copenhagen. It was his own incredible 
faith in his own star that held him to the path, that demanded faith and help from others, 
that scoffed at social and professional barriers when recurrent failure and disaster would 
have sent a lesser man home, defeated. People who built their ideas of Andersen on the 
picture wiil have to revise the facts, but the essence is somehow there. And the identi- 
fication of Andersen with the lovely city he adored comes through the pages of his story. 
It is an interesting sideline for a gifted writer - and a successful one. (IC: 54-7218) 


Knopf 


Maurois, Andre 
ALEXANDER DUMAS $2.50 

* In this new series, this is a gay, debonair book about a fabulously gay and 
debonair figure- immortalized by his Three Musketeers. To this short account, Maurois 
has brought not only his skillful style and sense of story telling, but the good taste @ 
not to treat his subject as a serious study. There are anecdotes, droll stories, and 
of course the cheerful chronicle of the unbelievable luck which befell the prolific writer 
of literally hundreds of tragedies, comedies and novels which brought him a fame- in his 
day- equal to that of Victor Hugo. If later critics have lessened this judgment, there 
are still few readers who did not at one time or another respond to the excitement of 
Yonte Cristo and d'Artagnan- whose originator is brought back here with verve and flourish. 
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Moore, Ruth Knopf 

CHARLES DARWIN $2.50 

- 
e Y * The author of Man, Time and Fossils was a good choice for this Great Life | 

in Brief, and those who read the part concerned with Charles Darwin will particularly 
relish this expansion into a rounded biography, and an excellent one. The text is a 

reasonable balance betweeh a personal portrait of the boy, the man, the scientist, the 
husband and father, and, an analysis of the substance of those theories which revolut- 

ionized scientific thinking. Extremely readable. (LC: 54-7221) 


Sheean, Vincent Knopf 
MAHATMA GANDHI $2.50 


This differs quite sharply from Sheean's own Lead, Kindly Light in the lack 
| of emphasis on the spiritual nature of Gandhi's mission. While that aspect is there, 
inevitably, there is no element of evangelism, which was characteristic of the other 
| book, (and a great measure of its popular appeal). Here is the story- an extraordinary 
one, but a difficult one for the’ Western mind to compass. For Gandhi, though a man of 
peace, was a man who used such extreme methods to achieve his ends that to read of 
them is to feel, again, the remoteness of India. "Satyagraha", in which he stressed 
the three goals of truth, self-control and non-violence, provided’ the instrument of 
his early experiments. The fast, always a difficult thing for the British to cope with, 
he viewed as a form of prayer, while to the overlords it smacked of blackmail. The 
Rowlatt Act- following a period of abstention on Gandhi's part, pushed him back into 
| politics, when theAmritsar massacre destroyed all the British had built. When later 
following the Declaration of Independence (1930) and the Salt March demonstration, he 
withdrew to his Ashram, he was still in essence the Super-President of the Congress. 
The Cripps Mission- in 1942- failed of its goal; had it succeeded, would the ordeal of 
@ 'h7 been avoided. By then Jinnah, with the backing of the Moslems, held out for parti- 
tion, and only Gandhi's tragic death preserved an uneasy avoidance of open war....The 
facts of Gandhi's life and cause are here, for those who hesitate to approach the 
bigger works. But somehow it lacks the spark. (LC: 54-7222) 


, — 
January. 18 alr. />) 


Goin, Olive Brown Macmillan 
THE WORLD OUTSIDE MY DOOR $3.50 
A half acre in north central Florida provides the setting for this fascin- 
ating adventure in backyard biology. The wife of a herptologist found herself caught 
in the magic of nature's offerings as she learned to see in wholly new ways, Where? 
How? When? What? - a new world unfolded, the world in which frogs and lizards, snakes 
and turtles pursued their own daily activities. She found fourteen varieties of 
amphibians and reptiles almost before she realized how fast she was learning to re- 
cognize them; before the Journal she and her husband kept was rounded out they had 
noted some forty species, nearly half the number possible to find in the whole of 
their county. Almost incredible, this, to a scientist; but the interest of her dis- 
covery for the layman lies in the unfolding of the details of what she learned, the 
interrelation of life and death, of feeding habits and breeding, the minute details of 
differences, the seasonal round. Invertebrates, birds, mammals do not go unnoted, and 
the whole is a reading experience that persuades one to prove to onesself that one's 
own half acre may be a rich laboratory of observation and discovery. The line drawings, 
maps and diagrams are done by Esther Coogle. Special, but fun, 


January 19 











Dutton 


Magener, Rolf 
PRISONER'S BLUFF $3.75 






Unresigned to sitting out the war in a British internee camp, a group of 
Germans made a break for freedom. Among them were Heinrich Harrer, who turned north 
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to Tibet from Dehra Dun, while the teller of this escape tale took the southern route with 

Heins von Have as quick-witted companion. ‘The two Germans, posing as British officers and 

Swiss business men as situations required, traversed some 1500 miles in a little over @ 
thirty days to reach the Japanese in Burma. Their encounters along the way with Indians, 
Americans, British, in jungle and city - add up to a suspenseful, often amusing narrative. 

It took the Japanese a long time to believe their story, and there were more prisons to 

become acquainted with, but the pair eventually landed in Japan for the duration. Issues 

aside, handsome adventure. Translated from the German by Basil Creighton. Frontispiece 


and map. (IC: 54-10930) 
January 19 


Harper 


Halle, Louis J. 
CIVILIZATION AND AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY $3.75 
This Inquiry for Americans is an absorbing and, as Dean Acheson says in his 
introduction, illuminating book in which the fine thought of a member of the Policy 
Planning Staff for the Secretary of State serves to point out the practice and principle 
of American foreign policy. He considers the environment - the world of the present 
divided mainly into nation states with the West the inheritor of Christendom; our own 
national character - a nation devoted to the development of individual freedom under law; 
the interrelation of the two. He examines the nature and necessity of power, its com- 
ponents of force and consent and legitimacy. He explores the nature of the challenge to 
America in terms of Soviet Russia and Communism, Russia and China. The question of what 
our policy should be is coolly considered - isolation, dominion, coalition- with eyes 
open to practice and principle. The dedication of the book to Clio is well made, for 
the lessons of the past are brought to bear in several parallels, the most compelling 
that of the great Thucydides and his Athens to our America. The approach is dialectical, 
with an unswerving acknowledgement of the dynamics of all components in the world pic- © 
ture and loyalty to the total view of nation in civilization. Insights are constant and 
compelling; the book is major in its quality of thought and its expression. (LC: 52-12181) 


Martini, Helen Harper 
MY ZOO FAMILY $4.00 


' A lion cub led to Bengal tigers, chimpanzees, lemurs, a black leopard, and more 
and more strange and wild babies when the author, wife of the head keeper of the Bronx 
Park Zoo, tried her hand at saving the first little one's life. Her success was a side 
and back door to establishing a nursery in the zoo, and made for lively experiences with 
the animals. There were orangutans and gorillas, anteaters and pangolins, snow leopards 
and antelope; there were sickness and emergencies; there were troublesome devils and 
spoiled angels; each baby charge was precious and valuable; each, too, was highly indi- 
vidual and it all was absorbing for Mrs. Martini. Her methods were not orthodox but her 
results were definitely satisfactory when her young ones grew up and produced babies of 
their own, when suspicious and unfriendly wild things responded to love and care, when 
her understanding of "problem" children proved valuable to others. A behind-the-scenes 
picture of zoo life, this has a fond touch and a keen observance and should have a wide 
appeal for our animal-loving population. There will be 16 pages of photographs. (LC :54-12191) 


Prochnow, Herbert V. Harper 
SPEAKER'S HANDBOOK OF EPIGRAMS AND WITTICISMS $4.95 


This makes the fourth in a group of books designed to supply short cuts to the 
speaker- or the aspiring speaker- to the apt story, the humorous twist- and now the pithy © 
saying that might lighten the leaven of a speech in danger of falling flat. The chief 

value- as I see it- is not supplying the exact quotation to insert at the exact moment, 

but to nudge the speaker into realizing the importance of achieving turn of phrase, 

pungent summary, an epigram he can call his own. Perhaps these - arranged as they are 
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i 
ul. 


alphabetically for ready reference- might serve to do just that. But if not, pick yo 
sub ject, from Ability to Yankee, and you'll find something someone else has said that 
might help you. It is interesting to note how many contemporary sources he has tapved, 
and how many names have no claim to fame- but the gift for turning a phrase. (LC: 54-12157) 


January 19 


Stocker, Joseph Harper 
ARIZONA $2.75 


A Guide to Easier Living follows the modern movement westward, and to his 

state whose warm, dry climate offers particular health benefits for those who are ailing- 
or aging. The two chief cities, Phoenix and Tucson, and the many different towns and 
what they offer; the cost of living- and the places to live which are most reasonable; 
the wonderful weekending- farming- ranching- trailer living along with two case histories 
of families who found what Arizona could do for them amplify this friendly invitation 

to do likewise... Intended for those who are about to or have just retired, for those 

who are looking for better health- or just a better way of life- the market is herein 
indicated. (LC: 54-12200) | 


Ulich, Robert rye : Harper 
+> HE HUMAN CAREER $3.50 


The James Bryant Conant Professor of Education at Harvard University presents 
4 Philosophy of Self-Transcendence as interpretation of and aspiration in “the human 
career". He considers the site of modern civilization, the environment of man; he 
describes man as the self-transcending being in terms of "philosophical anthropology”. 
He discusses thinking as theoretical, metaphysics as speculative, ethics as practical, 
religion as devotional,art as imaginary, education as cultural self-transcendence. 
The nature and future of the individual and the dilemma of human organization also 
come under his scrutiny. His is a cultivated and inclusive consideration of man- his 
value of self-transcendence, the ever-outward opening of man in terms of loyalties and 
identifications, along with his cherishing of reason, enable him to incorporate the 
metaphysical, ethical and material in his worid view. While there is an absence of 
technical philosophic terms, .considered unsuitable today, there is an easy reference 
to philosophical and religious writings and a reasoning that requires a good deal of 
the reader. Specialized scholarly market. (LC: 54-12159) 


Vasiliu, Mircea : Harper 
THE PLEASURE IS MINE yw Ee $3.50 


A high-hearted how+do-you-do by the illustrator of Forty Plus and Fancy Free 
and The Last Resorts and a former Secretary (not the shorthand type) of the Romanian 
Embassy charms with delicious frivolity as it warms with serious intent. Mircea 
from the cradle was headed toward The Career, and so after much varied experience as 
an eager novice he found himself at the Royal Romanian Embassy in America. Major 
occurrences range from the meeting between Ambassador Ralea and President Truman to 
initiation/into American dating habits, with asides for cables on salaries, the dis- 
covery of the meaning of gate crasher, the art of hand kissing. The appearance of 
Communists on the scene, the trial of his friend Tony Maniu and the outlandish suspi- 
cions directed his way led to. Mircea's resignation and seeking of political asylum. 
After a check to see that Mircea was holding his own,selling curtains, other colleagues 
left the legation. Mircea's introduction to American life included a bewitching red- 
haired wife, who fortunately for his standing in the Romanian exile society, appeared 
to be wealthy enough to support him. His becoming an American citizen concludes his 
pertinent aside so deftly applied. Illustrated by the author. (LC: 54-12201) 
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January 20 


Cwiklinski, Jan as told to eee 
Daniel, Hawthorne THE CAPTAIN LEAVES HIS SHIP 05 e@ 


0° 


The drama of a man's life and circumstances of contemporary history form a 
powerful combination in a book that gains impact to the closing page and then bursts be- 
yond it. Captain Cwiklinski pictures the Poland of his childhood and youth, the village 
in which he knew foreign domination and for a time freedom. His education as a seaman 
led to the ship life that found him in London when Hitler invaded Poland. Hemmed in 
Holland for the war years, he learned of his wife's death and later remarried. With 
freedom he hastened to work for his country, first for the Exile Government and then with 
the strikes of the crew for the Warsaw, Communist-run government. It was as Captain of 
the Batory that he encountered the insidious forces of Communism in terms of spies and 
informers, infiltration of the crew, his own calls by the U.B. men. The stories of crew 
desertion in free ports, of doctors’ sabotaging, of Eisler's escape which Cwiklinski 
countered but which cost him the trust of both Communists and the New York port gradu- 
ally build to the final warning by a loyal crew member that this is the captain's last 
trip - he faces charges of espionage on return to Poland. Cwiklinski's escape and dedi- 
cation to the freeing of his country as a part of "Poland in Exile" concludes a con- 
vincing, appealing book by a patriot, whose family and friends in Poland might well take 


proudin. (IC: 55-5262) 


Edmiston, James ene i 


HOME AGAIN $4.00 


The tragedy of the Nisei, a people without a country is based on records, per- 
sonalized, and to some extent sentimentalized, through the family of Toshimichimaru Mio. 


The narrative here is a fictional amalgam of the many types of injustice and inhumanity 
which the Nisei experienced in America. Tosh, who was to marry the picture bride sent 
over for his younger brother Hiro, settled in California where along with a fine family, 
he raised some rare chrysanthemums and became an established and respected citizen. But 
the California Alien Land Law was the first barrier he could not cross; and after Pearl 
Harbor, he was to learn that much of his war would be fought in California. Midori, his 
oldest daughter, was to assume the leadership of the family and forfeit her love for Jim 
Redding, the son of a rabid neighbor. Kazuo, who opposed the draft because the Nisei 
were treated as enemy aliens, evacuated and put behind barbed wire, was tried and sentenced. 
One brother was blinded in action and returned home to be burned alive by night riders- 
even after the Nisei were relocated in Santa Clara County. Jim Redding was shot for at- 
tempting to defend a Nisei boy. And so, through the victimization of this one family and 
their friends, the plea for the extension of democratic rights to this people has a per- 
suasion and a conviction which may reach a wider audience through this form of presenta- 


tion. It may seem dated today. (IC: 55-5265) 


January 24 


Myers, John Myers Little, Brown 
DOC HOLLIDAY $4.50 


The unruly life of John Henry Holliday, who while "not a good man... was good at 
a number of things" - provides a lively, and deadly, chronology of the southwestern frontier. 
Born in Griffin, Georgia, in 1852, young Holliday was sent to Baltimore to study dentistry- 
but learned a couple of other things as well- to play cards, and to drink. A consumptive, 
he headed south for Dallas looking for a drier climate which he found largely in saloons 
where he became an expert faro dealer and a fast hand with a loaded gun as well as a oe 
deck. Run out of Dallas, Dodge City, Kansas, and later Tombstone, Arizona, witnessed the 
many years of feuding and killing; the intermittent, brawling lovemaking with Kate- a rowdy 
slut; the partnership with Wyatt Earp whom John Myers Myers recorded at some length in The 
Last Chance (1950); and finally his slow dissolution which paralleled the dissolution of 
his world... The anomaly of a man who "belonged in a wheel chair" but "held his own among 
as hardy a tribe of desperadoes as the world has ever seen" lends a certain reckless, de- 
fiant splendor to this life- unworthy and unedifying as it was. (IC: 55-5528) 
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Giaever, John Dutton 
THE WHITE DESERT $5.00 


The official account of the Norwegian-British-Swedish Antarctic expedition 
of 1949-1952 is given by the leader of the expedition with reports by other members 
on particular events. The history of the other exploring parties leads to the pre- 
parations for this one, the departure on the Worsel, the setting up of the base camp 
Maudheim. Alter Schytt writes of the inland exploration, Fred Root of geological- 
topographical studies. John Giaever gives a thorough impression of life in winter camp, 
the special problems of coexistence in the polar night, the dangers so tragically 
evidenced by the loss of three members of the party, their fortitude in such events as 
Ove Wilson's removing of Alan Reece's eye, infected so that emergency operation was 
imperative. Seismic, aerial, biographical notes, photographs, maps, and diagrams 
complete an important story of exploration which while dotted with human interest stories 
is definitely only reportorial in style. (IC: 54-1092) 


Janvery$1 2)v° . 


5 
McKee, John D. Appleton-Century-Crofts 2'! 


TWO LEGS TO STAND ON $2.95 


Perhaps not as affecting a story as aren (1952) but again a chronicle of faith 
and a working belief which were effective in overcoming the obstacles created by the 
spastic variety of cerebral palsy which claimed the author at birth» With a Dad and a 
Mother who never faltered in their confidence that their boy would walk and with his 
own determined struggles to cooperate, he went through braces, white pills, osteopathy 
chiropractice,electric shock and operations before he knew success. Then he mastered 
his up and down existence, learned to fall and never stopped opening new coors to in- 
dependence. In spite of an affected right arm and leg and left foot and the uncertainty 
of muscular control, he worked into physical participation in grammar school, in sports 
and in the Scouts; music and gym and the debating team took him further out of the web 
of dependence; college brought him writing and summers saw him working on Kansas news- 
papers} swimming and driving a car helped to round the picture. The self-knowledge and 
understanding of disability should beof personal interest to those similarly afflicted, 
and to their friends and families;for the courage and aspiration makes for an unblighted 
life in undaunted terms. (LC: 54-12030) 


Carmer, Carl Rinehart 
THE SUSQUEHANNA , $5.00 ,- 


c/* Long-awaited, this varticular addition to The Rivers of America (48th in an 
extraordinary series) measures up not only to the high standard of the series but to 
Carl Carmer's own The Hudson, one of the best. Those who live along the reaches of 
this river are passionately attached to it and feared no writer who did not know it 
through the years could capture its special quality. Perhaps they may feel that he 
occasionally seems to bog down in the multitudinous details of its lurid history, in 
the wars- local and national- in which it played a part; in the successive abortive 
attempts to make it a navigable highway for the riches of agriculture, mining and 
industry along its way; in the colorful panorama of folkways and story and biography. 

But recurrently he returns to the river itself, and in one long section devoted to 
traversing its waters and its shores, he shares the vividness of his own closeup ex- 
perience. The Susquehanna was first broached by that controversial figure, John Smith; 
it became the focus of inter-colony warfare, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and even 
the tentacles of Connecticut with its greedy land claims. The Tory and Indian combined 
made it a battlefield again. And the Copperhead war intensified the peripheral conflicts 
of the Civil War. Industrial warfare played its part, with the Molly McGuire melodrama 
and its aftermath. The text abounds in story material, handled with Carl Carmer's 

zest. Illustrated by Stow Wengenroth. (LC: 53:8227) 
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Hanson, Earl Parker Simon & Schuster 
TRANSFORMATION: The Story of Modern Puerto Rico . $5.00 © 


An impassioned account of the remarkable improvements in Puerto Rico during the 
last two decades tells the story of the island commonwealth's progress as a test case in 
world progress and adds another point to Mr. Hanson's record as an active student and 
writer of the world's social progress areas (see his New Worlds Emerging- 1949, p. 99). 

A wholehearted Munoz-Marin partisan, the author's affection and his approval of U. S.- 
Puerto Rican enlightened interdependence stems from a long time acquaintance with the 
Commonwealth's energetic governor. In preparation for his analysis of the recent pro- 
gress, there is Puerto Rico's checkered history. Island dominance by the Spaniards until 
well into the 19th century sowed the seeds of economic neglect and the sparks of psycho- 
pathic nationalism not yet dead. Alive in the few followers of Albizu Campos today it 

is an unfortunate thorn in the Island's side but far from the predominant feeling because 
Munoz-Marin's record is convincing. In the face of fantastic poverty and over-popula- 
tion,the new work of slum clearance, education, health service, agricultural and indus- 
trial development represents the real Puerto Rico. Mr. Hanson does give credit to the 
Independentistas, a small party whose desires for self government are more rationally 
based than the Nationalistas, but his sympathies remain with the commonwealth, his hopes 
with the course of action that is now reducing the population and increasing the supplies 


and knowledge of an exemplary social laboratory. 


Kublby, Herbert GMA | car baoil on Simon & nage ¥ So 


A personal report on a year in Italy as a Fulbright professor observing and 
lecturing on the role of theatre in international relations, has the charged quality of © 
a deeply sensitive personality whose career has also included article and play writing. 
Formerly music editor and critic on Time, Mr. Kubly has had two plays produced and he 
has been a professor of speech at the University of Illinois. His first book is an 
exciting record of the kind of conversations and relationships in an Italy of 1951 that 
are rich groundwork for the broader implications to which they lead. Nothing seems to 
elude Mr. Kubly's eyes or ears. To whet our appetites, his first acquaintance aboard 
ship is with Renata Fiori, 26, ravishing, a doctor of philosophy, unconventional and 
scared to death of a demanding mother who drags her protectingly off the ship at Naples. 
There is Tullio of Florence, an architecture student with few hopes of success at home 
and whose sentiments towards the U.S. as a soulless, materialistic yet exciting country, 
perhaps best personify the feelings of Italy as a whole and explain the strong fascistic 
and communistic tendencies in the face of a “helper” country that seems so often to help 
only the rich. There are the grottoes of Naples- the hell holes of the poor, from which 
the author feels “spewed-up" after a visit. And large and small, each experience- a 
spaghetti dinner, opera at La Scala, the impact of a statue or a papal audience- has the 
pungency of open minded frankness and freshly reported conversation that makes a very 
holding book. Noteworthy. (IC: 54-8641) 


Straus, Michael W. ER Simon & Schuster oO | 
WHY NOT SURVIVE 2 p: $350 Lf ie 
A cogent, urgent forecast of a future in which the human race will be outrunning 
its resources argues for the abandonment of political, racial and nationalistic concepts 
which limit the "philosophy of plenty" and for a consideration of the three elements which 
will make survival possible conservation, importation and substitution. Perhaps half of 
this book is an inventory of our current resources and the potential which remains- in @ 
energy, water, metals, food, forests, fish, land and wildlife. In the second half, he 
tours the world from continent to continent and surveys the problems of population as 
against subsistencep always underlining the fact that there can be no longterm subsis- 
tence-in a world divided. With the number of books which have already appeared on this 
problem, this may find a somewhat depleted market- but the need for a widening awareness 
is there and this is a hortatory survey of the situation. But who will read it? (1C:54-12359) 





2 








November 15, 1954 End of the Season- Practically Published -773- 


Noakes, Aubrey Lippincott 
SPORTSMEN IN A LANDSCAPE $10.00 


This survey of the work of the school of sporting artists prevalent in 
England just prior to the Industrial Revolution reaches beyond the bounds of special 
interest by way of being an engaging and often witty social comment as well. With his 
period the late 1700's and early 1800's and his interest avid, Mr. Noakes covers his 
field with a foxhound's thoroughness unearthing material to the delight of the readers 
who follow. Introductory chapters familiarize us with the names, trends and traditions 
that preceded and held sway throughout the pre-Victorian era, with its landed gentry 
and its sporting aristocrats Following chapter headings give a clue to the tone of 
the book- "Looking at History through Sporting Pictures”; "Through Stuart England with 
Francis Barlow"; "The Significance of George Stubbs"; "'Herring--and Racehorses! '"- 
etc. Within these there is the richness of picture analysis as it gives rise to anec- 
dotes and in lengthened perspective- some of the deeper characteristics and motives of 
the sporting age. Illustrated with 8 color and 32 black and white plates, a must for 
connoisseurs: and a fine run for the fanciers. 


Boni, Margaret Bradford- 4d. Simon & Schuster 
FIRESIDE BOOK OF LOVE SONGS $6.00 


Sure to be as successful- and more so- as the companion volume, Fireside Book 
of Folk Songs. The same four people contribute to this success:- Margaret Boni with 
her careful selection of a well balanced selection of the melodies and lyrics the world 
has loved; Norman Lloyd with his arrangements of the music; and the gifted Provensen 
couple with decorative two tone head and tailpieces, twenty odd pages in full color; 
and the publishers have made a lovely book withal. Quality merchandise. 

Taylor, Telford e / 2° Simon & Schuster _ 

THE GRAND INQUEST ~/" , $3.95 4 , 00 


"This"- says the able and thoroughly informed author "is a study of the 
powers and purposes of legislative investigation, not of the merits or demerits of 
particular inquiries". And to this end he has explored the whole range of Congress- 
ional investigation, dating back to Major General St. Clair's disastrous defeat in 
our early years as a nation. He has approached the subject from all angles, the 
variety of types of investigation, the relation to the constitution, the use of in- 
vestigation to destroy the presidential control of the executive branch, the invas- 
ion of the judicial branch,the infringement of individual constitutional rights. He 
has analyzed, too, the permissible scope of processes within investigation- and the 
refuge taken by witnesses in the Fifth Amendment, its use and abuse. He considers 
the points at which states rights have been involved. He discusses the various meas- 
ures put forward in the form of codes for fair practice- and presents his own sugg- 
estions, levelled at the starting and stopping points of investigation. In con- 
clusion he states that "Congressional investigations can and should be a powerful 
shield to our free institutions, and it is the task of everyone to join in restoring 
them to the beneficial fulfillment of this task under leadership of responsible 
members of the House and the Senate,") There is no evasion of the central issue today, - 
an issue involving others than just Senator McCarthy and others of his stripe. Blame 
attaches, he feels, to weakness of decision in the White House, to panic action by an 
almost unanimous Congress in outlawing the Communist Party- and so thrusting it 
underground, in various failures to restore restraint, commonsense and courage, in 
lack of leadership never so much needed as today. This is not easy reading, but 
should be read and used as a spur to solution of the problems that confront us, a 
restoration of "one mind on the fundamentals of our way of Life." gf LC: 54-9803) 
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Wilson, Mitchell Simon & Schuster 
AMERICAN SCIENCE AND INVENTION $10.00 ©} 


Novelist (Live with Lightning) and scientist (assistant to Enrico Fermi in cos- 
mic ray research), Mitchell Wilson lives up to his qualifications for writing and compiling 
a stupendous pictorial history of American science and invention from the early traders to 
the "New Dimension” of electronics and the chain reaction. In words and an abundance 
(1,200) of well chosen photographs and reprints to illustrate, the outline of the book is 
as follows: "Giants in the Wilderness" deals with the seamen and the craftsmen and depicts 
Franklin, Thompson and Priestley as they furthered the new science. "The Shock of Freedom" 
saw further expeditions of discovery, the steamboat, the work of Oliver Evans, Whitney 
and the first successful factory. With the legend of American perfectability underlying 
the following decades such varied men and deeds as the naturalists and their reporting, 
the discovery of anesthesia, Morse and the telegraph, Charles Goodyear, and the gold rush- 
rose to dominate and foment and to precede the Civil War. War inventions followed but 
they in turn were followed by "The New Era" with its more peaceful notables- Eastman, 
Westinghouse, Bell, Edison- and- mass production. With the turn of the century came 
"The Last Individualists"- Millikan, the Wright Brothers etc.- precursors to a modern age 
now hanging in the balance of chaos or salvation. The relation too, of the American 
material to its international causes and effects as well as to the personalities of its 
creators enhances the value of a commemorative documentary. (IC: 54-9812) 


Michener, James Random House 
THE FLOATING WORLD: The Story of Jcepanese Prints $8.75 


This bids fair to be an exciting gift book for a highly specialized market- 
and an important addition to the art reference shelves of large public libraries. Un- 
fortunately, only the text is available, a substantial text in which Michener conveys 
his own sense of the rich intellectual experience this study gave him, and the joy and 
fun of growing understanding of Japanese prints. There will be 20 reproductions in 
black and white, 40 in full color. The text is more than descriptive captions. It re- 
captures the backgrounds and influences of 200 years- 1660-1860- that encompassed the 
life and death of an art, singularly close in spirit to the modern mind. With the 
world's finest collections housed in Boston, Chicago and New York, this should stimulate 
interest. (Dec. 7. LC: 54-7812) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


656 Lavender, David- BENT'S FORT- from 11/18 to 12/16 (Doubleday) 

720 Thomas, Dylan- QUITE EARLY ONE MORNING- from 11/?? to 12/15 (New Directions) 
734 Engle & Martin-4ds. ~ PRIZE STORIES 1955- price from $3.50 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 
740 von Salomon, Ernst- FRAGEBOGEN- prepublication price is $5.25 (Doubleday) 

743 Lewis, Oscar- THE TOWN THAT DIED LAUGHING- from 1/6 to 3/2 (Little, Brown) 


A REMINDER 


If you missed the notice regarding the availability of the Juvenile Sections for your 
children's librarian- separately indexed- and sold at a new low price to libraries now 
using the Service- check back to the November 1st issue, Page 750, for details and form. 





